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Ed Gainey
MOVING PEOPLE FROM 
ADDICTION TO RECOVERY
Gainey leading bipartisan PA HOPE 
Caucus
According to the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration, about 3,383 Pennsylvanians 
died from overdoses of opioid drugs in 2015.
The 2016-17 state budget begins to address the opioid addiction crisis devastating 
families across Pennsylvania. It allocates $15 million to the Department of Drug and 
Alcohol Programs and Department of Health to combat heroin and opioid addiction, 
including funds for emergency addiction treatment and behavioral health services. 
Those funds also allowed the state to draw down matching dollars from the federal 
government.
While that’s not enough money to solve the drug problem, it’s a start. Hopefully the 
Special Session on opioid addiction that Gov. Tom Wolf has requested for the fall will 
help everyone to fully understand the dire need for more money in the next budget 
so that we as a state can take a responsible approach to helping people move from 
addiction to recovery. It’s crucial for so many families who are losing loved ones on a 
daily basis.
I am proud to serve as co-chairman of the bipartisan PA Heroin, Opioid Prevention 
and Education Caucus. It is a group of legislators from the House and Senate who 
are committed to helping people receive high-quality prevention and treatment of 
drug and alcohol addiction and substance abuse so they can recover and lead 
productive lives.
We’ve already taken some action during the past year, but much more needs to be 
done. A few of the legislative efforts include a law allowing law enforcement and 
first-responders to administer naloxone – the life-saving drug that can reverse opioid 
overdoses; a bill that would require insurance plans to provide access to abuse-
deterrent opioid drugs; a measure that would prohibit emergency providers from 
prescribing long-acting opioid painkillers in emergency rooms and place a limit on 
discharge prescriptions; a bill that would require doctors and pharmacists to attend 

opioid and addiction-related 
training; among many others.
The governor and many 
representatives and senators – 
including myself – also have held 
roundtable discussions across 
Pennsylvania, allowing us to 
hear firsthand from those who 
have been affected by this health 
crisis.
If you or someone you know is 
suffering from drug addiction, 
visit pastop.org for help.

Save the 

dates! BACK TO SCHOOL GIVEAWAY
Saturday, Aug. 20 • Noon to 3 p.m.
Destiny International Ministries • 7061 Lemington Ave.

Pittsburgh students should start the 2016 school year off right! 
Students in grades K through 5 who stop by on Aug. 20 will 

receive a backpack and school supplies.

Come That Day and Enjoy:
 Helpful information on 

state programs for kids
 Safety information
 Food
 Music

Students must be present to receive a backpack.
**If you or your business is interested in donating supplies, 
backpacks or food, contact my office at (412) 665-5502.**

4TH ANNUAL SENIOR FAIR
Wednesday, Sept. 7
Noon to 3 p.m.
Homewood Coliseum
7310 Frankstown Ave.
This is your chance to learn about local and state 
programs that can help you and your family.

 Free health screenings
 Door prizes
 Food
 Entertainment
 Local vendors and 

businesses
 Local, county, state 

agencies

lpo.kl.0816
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The Pittsburgh chapter of the BMe Community 
met with Rep. Ed Gainey and Gov. Tom Wolf 
when they visited Harrisburg. The group is a 
real-world social network for building more 
caring and prosperous communities.

PA SHOULD DECRIMINALIZE 
MARIJUANA
I introduced a bill (H.B. 2076) that would 
decriminalize possession of small amounts 
of marijuana in Pennsylvania. The main 
purpose of decriminalization is to end 
arrests and ensure people don’t end up 
with irreparable damage to their lives 
with a criminal record. It also would save 
considerable taxpayer dollars spent by law 
enforcement, the court system and our jails 
and prisons.

DIVERSITY FOCUS OF STATE LOANS
A new state loan program is dedicated 
to improving diverse small business 
participation. 
The Small Diverse Business Capital Access 
Program provides low-interest loans and 
lines of credit to small diverse businesses 
located within Pennsylvania that commit 
to creating and/or retaining jobs. A small 
diverse business is defined as a minority-
owned, woman-owned, veteran-owned, or 
service-disabled veteran-owned business 
that has 100 or fewer full-time employees 
worldwide and is certified by the state 
Department of General Services.
For more information, visit www.newPA.

Girl Gov students 
Jonnae Mason and 
Jayla Youngblood 
traveled to Harrisburg 
to learn about 
civics, advocacy, 
philanthropy, 
community 
involvement, 
youth organizing, 
women’s history and 
leadership. 

PAST MISTAKES SHOULDN’T HAUNT 
YOUR FUTURE
Many people have effectively demonstrated that their past mistakes do 
not define them and are deserving of a fresh start. 
I firmly believe there is a growing number of people who fit the above 
description who also have a felony record that haunts them and 
who, despite all odds, have transformed themselves into worthwhile 
community members. For that reason, I’ve introduced legislation (H.B. 
2068) that would effectively expand criminal record expungement for 
certain people, specifically those who have been convicted of a “non-
violent felony.”
Parameters for eligibility would include:
 Clean record for 10 years after prior conviction and subsequent 

release from incarceration;
 Consistent showing of gainful employment, education, housing and 

treatment (if needed) for successful transition and reintegration into 
the community;

 Has paid or has entered into a payment plan accepted by the court 
for restitution resulting from prior conviction.

Felony non-violent convictions are just as worthy for expungement 
as lower-grade convictions. In fact, I would argue they are more 
necessary, because of the stigma attached to a felony attached to an 
individual’s record. If they have proven to be a productive member 
of society, their community and their family, expungement is the only 
logical answer.
I’m also supporting Lt. Gov. Mike Stack’s “Pathways to Pardons” 
program which is designed to educate the public on how the pardon 
process works and to encourage applicants who are 10 or more years 
past the date of their conviction, with no other offenses over the course 
of that period, to avail themselves of the pardon process.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA NOW LAW IN PA
In April, I was very pleased to be at 
the state Capitol in Harrisburg as Gov. 
Tom Wolf signed a new law that I 
strongly supported to legalize medical 
marijuana.
This will begin to end a long struggle 
for family advocates who have fought 
tirelessly for the past few years to help 
ease their loved ones’ pain.
Last year, I served on a bipartisan House task force that studied 
the issue and recommended changes to the bill. I was successful 
in adding a provision to ensure diversity among medical marijuana 
businesses to include veteran, minority and women participants.
The new state budget includes $3 million for the Department of Health 
to get the state’s new medical marijuana program up and running. The 
department recently announced temporary guidelines for the “safe 
harbor” provision that allows parents and caregivers to obtain medical 
marijuana to administer to a minor who has a documented serious 
medical condition. For more information, visit https://apps.health.
pa.gov/PASafeHarbor/.
It took much longer than necessary to get this bill to the governor, but 
by working together – Democrat and Republican, House and Senate – 
we are able to send a clear message that we care about Pennsylvania 
families and we don’t want them to suffer anymore.

Rep. Ed Gainey speaks to the Delta women 
during their annual visit to the state Capitol.

Rianna Graham, who plans to attend Penn 
State, is one of 10 high school seniors who 
was honored with a $1,000 Pa. Legislative 
Black Caucus scholarship.

HOW DO I REGISTER TO VOTE?
You can register to vote and make 
updates to your voter record, such 
as change of name, address or party 
affiliation by visiting: www.register.
votespa.com. The site is directly linked 
to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation, so if you have a driver’s 
license or PennDOT ID card, your 
signature on file can immediately be 
linked to your voter record.

DEVELOPMENT IN STATE PARKS 
UNNECESSARY
Recently, I was glad to help derail legislation 
(H.B. 2013) that would have allowed private 
development – such as golf courses, office 
buildings, hotels – on state park lands. Our 
state park system is nationally recognized 
for its scenic beauty and outdoor recreation 
and immensely popular for its trails, natural 
areas and waterways. 
The state Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources has done an amazing 
job maintaining state lands and we don’t 
need a public-private partnership board 
infringing on their ability to manage things. 

FIGHTING TO MAKE OUR  
COMMUNITIES SAFER
Sadly, gun violence is becoming too 
common in our communities and across 
America. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers 
go out to the friends and families of the 
victims.
While I understand and respect 
Pennsylvania’s long-held support of gun rights, particularly for outdoor 
sportsmen, I also must regrettably acknowledge that we live in times 
where a balance must be struck. To that end, I plan to introduce several 
pieces of legislation aimed toward making our communities safer.

Assault Weapons Ban
One bill (H.B. 2229) effectively would ban the possession, purchase, 
transfer, use or manufacture of an assault weapon in Pennsylvania. 
The penalties created under the bill would be a first-degree 
misdemeanor with a maximum of five years imprisonment and $10,000 
fine.

Firearm Liability Insurance
Another would require a gun owner to purchase liability insurance for 
each firearm they own. Firearm-specific liability coverage is for use 
in the event that a firearm owner is subject to a civil action due to 
the unauthorized use of the owner’s firearm by another person. This 
legislation takes a moderate approach that gun owners are required 
to purchase firearm liability insurance, but it is not a prerequisite of 
purchasing a firearm or the permit to carry a firearm.
Compared to a home insurance policy or firearm home insurance 
policy, “firearm liability insurance” is a broad and substantial umbrella 
plan that would provide responsible gun owners with liability coverage, 
mental services and criminal defense protection. Interestingly enough, 
the NRA provides and endorses a Self-Defense Insurance Plan for its 
members.

Failure to report lost/stolen firearms
Under this bill, if a person does not report a lost or stolen firearm 
and it is used in the commission of a fatal crime, the person would 
forfeit his or her gun ownership rights (because of an act of extreme 
negligence). There also would be a graduated fine and punishment 
structure.

21 to buy an assault weapon
This legislation would require a person to be 21 or older to buy an 
assault weapon in Pennsylvania, with exceptions for those in the 
military and law enforcement.

I do not take this authorship lightly. I know full well that this is an 
emotionally and politically charged issue on both sides of the argument. I 
also have seen firsthand the pointless and needless devastation assault 
weapons have caused families and entire communities countless times. 
It’s well past time that state government takes action on protecting life over 
special interests.
For more on the issue of commonsense gun-safety reform measures 
being proposed at the state Capitol, visit www.pahouse.com/PASafe.
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